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THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION OH IHE MERITS IS CLOSED . THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
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BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. 
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Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 



B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENT:TY status before, or is now 
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Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown above. 



II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
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maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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Fee{s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawijig, must 
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 
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CFR 1.363). 

Q Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 

Q "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Ilidication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 



2. For printing on the patent front page, list 

(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 



1. 
2. 
3 



3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3. 1 1. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 



(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE 



(B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 



Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : Q bidividual Q Corporation or other private group entity Q Government 
4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): 

□ Issue Fee □ A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed. 
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Q a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. Q b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY suilus. See 37 CFR 1 .27(g)(2). 

The Director of the USPTO is requested to apply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-apply any previously paid issue fee to the application identified above. 
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted firom anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other pany in 
mtcrest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 

Authorized Signature Date 



Typed or printed name Registration No. 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR L3I I. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to uike 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparin". and 
submitting the completed appIicaUon form to the USPTO. Time will v.':iy depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete 
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to .he Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce P 0 
Box 1450, Alexantfrm, Vircinia 223 13-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patenu. P.O. Box 'l450' 
Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450. 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons arc required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 285 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Terni Adjustment will be 285 day(s). 

if a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (703) 305-1383. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 
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Notice of Fee Increase on October 1, 2004 

if a reply to a "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" is filed in the Office on or after October 1 , 2004, then the 
amount due will be higher than that set forth in the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" because an increase in fees 
effective on October 1 , 2004 is anticipated, S££ Revision of Patent Fees for Fiscal Year 2005 : Proposed Rule . 69 Fed 
Reg. 25861, 25863. 25864 (May 10, 2004). 

The current fee schedule is accessible from WEB site (http://www.uspto.gov/main/liowtofees.htm). 

If the fee paid is the amount shown on the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" but not the correct amount in view 
of the fee increase, a "Notice of Pay Balance of Issue Fee" will be mailed to applicant. In order to avoid processing 
delays associated with mailing of a "Notice of Pay Balance of Issue Fee," if the response to t'le Notice of Allowance 
is to be filed on or after October 1, 2004 (or mailed with a certificate of mailing on or after October 1, 2004), the 
issue fee paid should be the fee that is required at the time the fee is paid. See Manual of Patent Examining Procedure 
(MPEP), Section 1306 (Eighth Edition, Rev. 2, May 2004). If the issue fee was previously paid, and the response to 
the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" includes a request to apply a previously-paid issue fee to the issue fee 
now due, then the difference between the issue fee amount at the time the response is filed and the previously-paid 
issue fee should be paid. MPEP Section 1308.01. 

Effective October 1, 2004, 37 CFR 1.18 is proposed to be amended by revising paragraphs (a) through (c) to read as 
set forth below. As stated above, the final fee may be a different amount, and applicant should check the WEB site 
given above when paying the fee. 

Section 1.18 Patent post allowance (including issue) fees. 

(a) Issue fee for issuing each original or reissue patent, 



except a design or plant patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. 1.27(a)) S670.00 

By other than a small entity $1,340.00 

(b) Issue fee for issuing a design patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. 1.27(a)) S245.00 

By other than a small entity S490.00 

(c) Issue fee for issuing a plant patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. 1.27(a)) S325.00 

By other than a small entity $650.00 



Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be directed to the Customer Service Center of the 
Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 
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Notice of Allowability 


Application No. 

09/750,380 


Applicant(s) 

LOVELAND, JAMES B. 


Examiner 

Susanna M. Diaz 


Art Unit 

3623 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application, if not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 • S This communication is responsive to the Examiner's Amendment authorized by Michael Krieaeron July 12, 2004 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.2,29 and 34-37 . 

3. K The drawings filed on 06 April 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attach ment(s) 

1 . S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. S Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. 13 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
9. □ Other . 



SUSANNA M.DrA2 ^ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Michael Kriegeron July 12, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Please see 'Examiner's Amendment" attached at the end of the instant Office 

action. 



Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 1 . 2, 29, and 34-37 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art of record are DeWolf et al. (US 2002/0032626 A1 ), Brown 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,794,216), and Piper ("A New Spin on Facility Management"). 
(Please note that the filing date printed on the DeWolf publication is incorrect. The 
actual filing date granted to DeWolf is December 18, 2000, as verified by the Examiner.) 
DeWolf discloses an electronic model and data storage system for storing, maintaining 
and retrieving information relating to an architectural structure, including blueprints. 
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DeWolf provides each user with specific access rights that limit what type of data each 
user can review. The data may be accessed in order to assist in completion of 
constructions projects, insurance claims, etc. However, DeWolf does not teach or 
suggest that this data is accessed by a user selecting links located on a three 
dimensional scaled electronic model of the current state of a specific structure such that 
specific construction details and materials are directly linked to selection of the actual 
location of the structure. Brown teaches the display of an electronic model of a house 
which allows a user to select icons corresponding to different aspects of the house, 
such as floor plans, alternate views, and textual descriptions of the house; however, 
these icons are not physically selected by a user selecting links located on a three 
dimensional scaled electronic model of the current state of a specific structure such that 
specific construction details and materials are directly linked to selection of the actual 
location of the stnjcture. Brown's icons are merely provided on the same display along 
with a textual description or picture of a room or the outside of the house. The icons do 
not serve as direct links when selecting an actual location of the depicted three 
dimensional scaled electronic model of the current state of the specific structure. Piper 
teaches the step of linking the database to the building drawings [to allow] users to 
quickly look up information on all hazardous materials in a given portion of a building" (U 
12); however, Piper does not teach that each user is granted specific access rights or 
that the data includes all of the specific types of data recited in the claimed invention 
and used to perform bids. 
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By allowing a user to access data by selecting links located on a three 
dimensional scaled electronic model of the current state of a structure such that specific 
construction details and materials are directly linked to selection of the actual location 
on the structure, the user's job is facilitated through the ease with which the three 
dimensional model provides direct access to needed data. The three dimensional 
model and links made accessible therein more rapidly guide a user in obtaining 
information that is both more accurate (e.g., based on the structure's contents, digital 
photographs, and construction materials) and presented in a more intuitively organized 
fashion. In other words, a user who solely desires information regarding the 
construction of a first floor bathroom can quickly see the bathroom on the model and 
click on it to be linked to the necessary information without having to guess how to 
search for the information and drill down into various databases accordingly. In 
summary, the prior art (either alone or in combination) fails to teach or suggest the 
combination of providing users with a centralized electronic model and data storage 
system that grants users access to information limited to their respective access rights, 
providing a graphical user interface featuring a dimensionally accurate electronic three 
dimensional scaled model of the current state of a stnjcture, providing electronic links 
integrated into and displayed on said dimensionally accurate model to provide selective 
access to information pertaining to one of the structure's contents, construction 
materials, and digital photographs, allowing a user to select with an input device a 
location on the electronic model of the structure corresponding to an actual surface on 
the structure to access data regarding the contents (including warranty and product 
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information) and constmction materials of the selected portion of said stnjcture, and 
using the data regarding said stnjcture's contents (including warranty and product 
information) and construction materials to formulate a bid that is conveyed to the 
structure. This combination of limitations is recited in claims 1 , 2, 29, and 34-37; 
therefore, claims 1 , 2, 29, and 34-37 are deemed to be allowable over the prior art of 
record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure. 

Matsuo et al. (JP 1 1-96217 A) - Discloses a personal asset management 
system. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susanna M. Diaz whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1337. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (703) 305-9643. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 



or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official communications; including 

After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

(703)746-7048 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, 22202, 7"" floor receptionist. 



308-1113. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 




Susanna M. Diaz 
Primary Examiner 



Art Unit 3623 
July 12,2004 



JUL. 12. 2004 iO:07AM KIRTON & MCCONKiE 



NO. 054 P. 3/9 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please note and consider the claims in the application as identijEied below, with cunrently 
amended claixns comprising markings in the form of a strikethrough for deletions and 

underlining for additions. 

1. (currently amended) An electronic model and data storage system for storing, 
maintaining and retrieving information relating to the contents of an architectural structure, said 

system comprising; 

a computer device comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory device storing executable and associated operational data 
structures for processing by the processor; 

a graphical user interface featuring a dimcnsionallv accurate 
electronic 3-dimensional scaled model of the current state of a stmcturei 
with linl €9- to data - r - ogarding th o i nv entory and 

g - memory^ devico (Storing oxocutable and afl c ociatod operational data 
struoturoG for - procQciii n g by tho proceasor; 

data structures having electronic links integrated into and displayed 
on as said dimensionallv accurate model graphical ujcot interfao e to 
provide selective access to information pertaiiung to one of the structure's 
contents , construction materials, and digital photographs, by allowing a 
user to select with an input device a location on the electronic model of the 
structure corresponding to an actual surface on the structure doptoted on 
th o g r aphical usor intcrfaco - and to access data regarding the contents and 



2 
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CQiistruction materials of the selected portion of said structure: link to th e 
coiToaponding data stmotures, 

the data regarding the contents of said structure, further comprising 
waixanty and product information including at least one of dates ; tho date of 
installation, terms tesHst of warranty^ coverage and conditions, and maintenance 
requirements; 

an ovont timing program to monitor mointonanoQ intervals and worn on 
own e r of a Qtruoture prior to the expiiation of the recommonded maint e nart ee 
intorvrd that maint o nanc e io du e ; 

communication means to contact potential contractors after rooei^ing 
authorization from tho Gtructuro^\STx e r so that the contractor may acc e ss for 
accessing data regarding said structure's contents and const ruction materials &e 
maintonan o B and accoGS warranty information to formulate , bid, and bid - and 
convey a feat bid back to a structure tho owncro ; and 

wherein said data corresponding to the contents of said structure 
information and communioatioH is accessible via a computer network by a user 
according to access rights corresponding to said user. 

2. (currently amended) The system of claim 1, wherein warranty and product 
information further comprises at least one ofe cleaning method information m e thod fl, installer 
notes and inventory data. 

3 . (canceled) 

3 
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4. (canceled) 



5. (canceled) 



6. (canceled) 



7. (canceled) 



8, (canceled) 



9. (canceled) 



10. (canceled) 



1 1 , (canceled) 



12. (canceled) 



13. (canceled) 



14. (canceled) 



15. (canceled) 
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16, (canceled) 



17. (canceled) 



18. (canceled) 



19. (canceled) 



20, (canceled) 



21. (canceled) 



22. (canceled) 



23. (canceled) 



24. (canceled) 



25. (canceled) 



26. (canceled) 



27. (canceled) 
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r; ■ V 

28. (canceled) 

29. (currently amended) The system comput e r roadablo data troni^miGsion signal of 
claim 1, wherein said computer network is a global information network. 

30. (canceled) 

3 1 . (canceled) 

32. (canceled) 

33. (cancel) 

34. (new) The system of claim 1, wherein the data corresponding to tiie contents of 
said structure further comprises information relating to insurance coverage corresponding to at 
least one of said structure and said contents of said structure. 

35. (new) The system of claim 1, wherein the data corresponding to the contents of 
said structure is represented as textual information on said electronic model. 

36. (new) The system of claim 1 wherein said system is interactive. 
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37. (new) The system of claim 1 , further comprising: 

an event timing module to monitor maintenance intervals corresponding to the 
contents of said structure and warn a structure owner prior to the expiration of the 
recommended maintenance interval. 
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